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CDP (Community Development Professionals, LLC) Bridgeworks Grant


By Bill Osswald


 


Award Amount $8,678


 


   “Bringing Financial Structure to the Organization” is a proposed project that involves professional assistance from a certified public accountant company. The accounting company that will be assisting with financial structuring is called Plattenburg and Associates. They will assist with record keeping such as posting receipts, making payments and keeping records. This is not to exceed 20 hours of service. They will file Return of Organizational Exempt from Income Tax Return Form 990. Perform Attest Services Agreed Upon Procedures (this is less in scope than an audit and less costly). The Purchase, installation, setup and one day of training of QuickBooks will be required to keep financial statements. A laptop computer system is also incorporated into the project to make entry of the financials easier and mobile.


   The current problem’s that the organization faces are new government IRS laws and regulations. These new regulations will require the organization to fill out a Tax Return Form 990. Currently, the organization makes less than $25,000.00 and is only required to fill-out a electronic online card with the IRS. In order to be prepared for the new regulations and laws the organization has to have better financial practices. The financial practices that are in place now are handwritten and outdated. Also, the projected financial statements show that the organization will be collecting over $25,000.00 in finances for the upcoming year. This will cause our organization to file a 990 form.


   Some issues that the project will have to resolve for the organization are the following:


   1. Convert handwritten payment keeping records into


       electronic record keeping methods.


   2. Posting receipts in an electronic recording method.


   3. Learn how to prepare for filing out a IRS Form 990.


   4. Being prepared for an outside Audit.


  


   The project will address several opportunities for betterment of the financial record-keeping methods of the organization.











One opportunity is that the project will allow for electronic record-keeping in QuickBooks, which allow the organization to create financial statements, budgets, and prepare tax forms in conjunction with TurboTax. Secondly, the project will prepare the organization for an outside audit. The accounts will assess the current financial structure. They will give suggestions on improving the record keeping and in staying in regulations in case an audit would be done from the IRS. This will better prepare the organization for an audit and prevent costly fines and fees. Finally, the project will allow the organization to project financial statements for a business and strategic plans. This gives the organization the opportunity to plan for future projects, unexpected costs, changing of the market and eventually have salary employees.
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Calendar of Events


Special Event


Place Village of Glendale


Time August 15


HWB Dog Day Afternoon


Calendar of Training


Team Training


Place  Chief’s House


Time Saturday, July 18, 2:00pm to 6:00pm





Team Training


Place  TBA


Time Saturday, August 1, 2:00pm to 6:00pm














K9 Veterans Day


Last year, Mr. Joe White began his efforts to make March 13, K9 Veterans Day..  In the beginning it was an effort to honor war and military dogs, but it now focuses on honoring not only war dogs, but also police, SAR, patrol, FBI, and many others (even therapy dogs).  Why March 13?  March 13, 1942, is the official birthday of the United States K9 Corps.  





Last year, Mr. White’s efforts became reality, when Jacksonville, Florida (Mr. White’s hometown), officially proclaimed March 13 as K9 Veterans Day.  He is continuing his efforts to make K9 Veterans Day a national event.  For more information, or  to show your support, please visit the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.k9veteransday.org" ��www.k9veteransday.org�. 




















This newsletter is created to acknowledge and thank our community supporters and to keep them informed about our organization. The Southwestern Ohio K-9 Search and Rescue (SWOKSAR) is an all-volunteer organization proudly serving the citizens and visitors of the Tri-State Area.
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Our First Newsletter


Welcome to our first newsletter!  We hope this newsletter will give everyone the opportunity to learn more about SWOKSAR, achievements, events, our team members and their canine partners.  If you have any comments, suggestions, questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpatt@swoksar.org" ��cpatt@swoksar.org�.  ENJOY!


About Us





The SWOKSAR mission is to provide trained dogs, handlers, support personnel, and overhead personnel to the appropriate requesting agencies or immediate family for the purpose of searching or lost, missing or incapacitated subjects at little or no cost.


 


Our goal is to provide Search and Rescue training and equipment for all volunteer handlers, support personnel and canines through membership dues, fund raising efforts, and local donations.  Our goal is to provide rescue services at all times of day or night and under all weather conditions.  SWOKSAR efforts will include areas including, but not limited to, wilderness, still and swift water, natural disasters, and imposed disasters.


� The SWOKSAR Team in October 2008.








Chief’s Message


By Michael Owens


I would like to welcome 4 new members to the SWOKSAR Team:  Steve Waldroff, Michael Waldroff, Gail Corrill, and Christe Patt.  I think these new members have a lot to offer and we hope they enjoy being a part of our Team! 





K911 Course 


By Christe Patt


I recently attended the K911: Emergency Life Support for the Search and Rescue Dog.  The course was presented by the Western Michigan Regional Laboratory, and held on the campus of Calvin College.  The day long seminar covered a variety of topics, including: knowing what is normal for your dog (daily physical exams); basic life support/first aid; life threatening injuries and IV access; heat stroke/smoke inhalation; toxicity risks; CPR; Bloat/GDV; and a skills lab.  The course was taught by 3 veterinarians from Michigan State University, Dr. Matthew Beal, Dr. George Bohart, and Dr. Ari Jutkowitz.


The course included a skills lab at the end of the day, which gave us the opportunity to perform placing an IV catheter, intubating and placing a bandage on a sedated dog.  You were only allowed to perform these tasks, if you were licensed to do so on either dogs or people.  Most of the attendees were emergency medical personnel, who were either involved in SAR or were just interested in learning about emergency canine care.


It was a very well done course, and well worth the drive to attend.  I would recommend it to anyone.  Even if you are not able to perform the tasks in the lab, it is well worth it just to watch.  They hold this course approximately 4 times a year.  Fort more information, please visit their website at www.wmrl.org.





“It was a very well done course, and well worth the drive to attend.  I would recommend it to anyone.” 


SWOKSAR Demonstrations





Would you like to see how our dogs work?


With advanced notice we can schedule to have you come watch and/or participate in one of our trainings.  Also to experience what we are all about and see how our dogs work.





Have a large group or an event?


In the past, SWOKSAR has put on demonstrations for agencies such as the Metro Parks, Fire Stations, Schools, Girl Scouts, and Boy Scouts, and have even participated in parades. If you would like SWOKSAR to come and demonstrate what we do and how our dogs work please feel free to contact us. We will be more than happy to try and accommodate your needs, depending on the team’s availability.





Our demonstrations are a great way to:


• Allow kids to be comfortable around different kinds of dogs


• Help teach kids about safety while hiking or camping in the woods


• Teach what to do and what NOT to do if you get lost


• Explain how and when to approach dogs


Fundraising/Grant Submissions


The SWOKSAR team is involved with on-going fundraising and grant submissions.


We want to thank all of you who have helped fund your Southwestern Ohio K-9 Search and Rescue Team (SWOKSAR). We couldn’t do what we do without you. SWOKSAR could not exist without the funding support of members in our community. With the help of fundraising, grants and your generous donations, the team is able to pay for much of our team’s training, vehicles and other equipment. It also pays for the maintenance of equipment and the costs incurred during the operations of a search and rescue.


In January 2009, we established a Paypal account, which will allow contributors to provide a legacy for the future of SWOKSAR. For futher information please visit our website at www.swoksar.org.


A New Look


The new team T-Shirts and tactical pants provide the “uniform” approach to team field wear.


As an emergency response agency, SWOKSAR requires its members to respond to all official events in an appropriate team uniform. Team uniforms serve an important purpose: they ensure that the public and other emergency personnel, can immediately identify members of our team as being part of Southwestern Ohio K-9 Search and Rescue—legitimate  responders to a n emergency situation. 


This identification is particularly important when our members travel through remote areas of our county looking for lost or missing person, often needing to request access to private property.  A professional  uniform goes a long way in helping a suspicious landowner quickly  differentiate between an emergency responder and an unknown person, with unknown intent, who might be trespassing.


In an effort to aid our members in projecting the most professional appearance possible, as well as provide function, the team has designed a new t-shirt and tactical pants as an uniform option. Our new yellow or orange t-shirts come with team logo and team member title.


Membership


Interested in more information about SWOKSAR or in joining our team?


We are always looking for new members to join our organization. Do you want to support your community? Learn new skills? Do you enjoy the outdoors (at any time of day or night in any season!)? If you’re interested in joining, please attend a general meeting at Mike Owens house located at 1877 Wayne-Madison Road in Trenton Ohio. The general meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month beginning at 2 p.m. with training schedule after the meeting. Visitors are always welcome.


For more information on out team, please visit our website: � HYPERLINK "www.swoksar.org" ��www.swoksar.org�. Our mailing address and message phone are:


Southwestern Ohio K-9 Search and Rescue


Post Office Box 14


Monroe, Ohio 45050


(513) 571-7356
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